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ABSTRACT

The article examines the Prophet Gad’s three meetings with King David (I
Samuel 22 5; 11 Samuel 24 12; 18). It seems that Gad’s appearance before David
is different than any other prophet's appearance before a king due to sin in the
books of Samuel and Kings. Usually the king's regret over his sins is a result of
the prophet's rebuke and the retribution that follows. Here, the king's remorse is
what makes the prophet come in the first place; thus the punishment is not the
cause of remorse rather its consequence.

Additionally, it seems what is common to all of Gad’s appearances is the desire
to drive David forward. Gad commands David to act in a certain way in order to
avoid upcoming calamity. We've named this kind of prophecy "destination
prophecy” for it is aimed at advancing the king's future rather than rebuking him
over the past.
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