(1880-1966) was a man of many names and many identities. Born a
German Jew, he converted to Islam and took the name Hamid, becoming one of the most
prominent Muslims in Germany prior to World War II. He was renamed Israel by the Nazis
and sent to the Sachsenhausen concentration camp before escaping to Switzerland. He was
a gay man who never called himself gay but fought for homosexual rights and wrote queer
fiction under the pen name Hans Alienus. In German, Jew, Muslim, Gay, Marc David Baer
uses Marcus’s life and work to shed new light on a striking range of subjects, including Ger-
man Jewish history and anti-Semitism, Islam in Europe, Muslim-Jewish relations, and the
history of the gay rights struggle.

“This extraordinary biography of Hugo Marcus reads like an amazing detective novel of
twentieth-century history. Baer recreates the life and times of a gay Jewish intellectual in
Germany who converts to Islam and whose life is saved from the Nazis by the Muslim
community of Berlin. The story is a thrilling page-turner that upends our assumptions
about Jewishness, homosexuality, Muslim-Jewish relations, orientalism, and the challenges
of modernity”

SUSANNAH HESCHEL, Eli Black Professor of Jewish Studies, Dartmouth College
“In the tale of Hugo Marcus, elegantly told by Marc David Baer, we have a biography that
links complex questions of identity to institutional histories and their dislocation in the
German-speaking world. Marcus’s tale is moving, exemplary in its uniqueness for the tran-
sitions of German Jewish intellectuals and perhaps indicative of paths yet to be followed by
other marginalized individuals in our ever darkening age of rising antisemitism, Islamo-
phobia, and homophobia.”

SANDER GILMAN, coauthor of Are Racists Crazy? How Prejudice, Racism, and Antisemi-
tism Became Markers of Insanity
“Perhaps most significant among the important contributions of Baer’s brilliant biography
of the queer German-Jewish convert to Islam, Hugo Marcus, is the new perspective he
offers on the history of Jewish-Muslim relations”

ROBERT BEACHY, author of Gay Berlin: Birthplace of a Modern Identity
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