
Contents

Acknowledgments ................................................................................................... IX

Part 1: Introduction, History of Scholarship, and Bibliography

Lennart Lehmhaus
Defining or Defying Jewish Medicine?—Old Problems and New Questions... 3

Lennart Lehmhaus
The Academic Quest for “Jewish Medicine”—a Survey of the Field ................. 27

Lennart Lehmhaus
Medical Knowledge in Premodern Jewish Cultures and Traditions:
Selected Bibliography............................................................................................... 57

Part 2: Ancient Jewish Medical Discourses in Comparative Perspective

Federico Dal Bo
A Foetus Shaped Like a Sandal:
Birth Anomalies in Talmudic Tractate Niddah ................................................... 93

Reuven Kiperwasser
The Cure of Amnesia and ArsMemoria in Rabbinic Texts................................ 119

Kenneth Collins
The Fever that Nourishes: Early Rabbinic Concepts on the Purpose of Fever .. 143

Aviad Recht
The Rabbinic Health Regimen: A Greek Genre Adapted by the Sages............. 157

Part 3: Historicity, Authority and Legitimacy of Medical Knowledge: 
Tradition, Transfer and Cultural Negotiations

Samuel Kottek
The Physician in Bible and Talmud—Between the Lord and the Ailing........... 179

Tirzah Meacham
Physicians’ Expertise and Halakha: On Whom Did the Sages Rely ?................. 193

http://d-nb.info/1125647191


VIII Contents

Shulamit Shinnar
The Experiments of Cleopatra: Foreign, Gendered, and Empirical Knowledge 
in the Babylonian Talmud...................................................................................... 215

Estee Dvorjetski
Public Health in Jerusalem According to the Talmudic Literature:
Reality or Vision?..................................................................................................... 245

Part 4: Jewish Medical Episteme Around the Mediterranean 
in the Medieval Period

Ronit Yoeli-Tlalim
Exploring Eurasian Transmissions of Medical Knowledge—
Cues from the Hebrew Book ofAsaf......................................................................... 295

Tamas Visi
The Book ofAsa.ft.nA Shabatai Donolo’s Hebrew Paraphrase 
of Hippocrates’ Aphorisms ...................................................................................... 313

K Tzvi Langermann
Nu‘man al-Isra’ili and his Commentary to Abu Sahl al-Masihl’s Kitab al-Mi’a 
(“Book of the Hundred”) ....................................................................................... 337

Carmen Caballero Navas
The Genesis of Medieval Hebrew Gynaecology: A Preliminary Assessment ... 349

General Index (Names and Subjects) .................................................................... 375

Notes on Contributors ........................................................................................... 379


