e seventh—century CE I—Iebrew work Sefer
Zerubbabel (Book of Zerubbabel) composed
dur1ng the perlod of conflict between Persia and
the Byzantme Emplre for control over Palestine,
et ﬁrst full—ﬁedged messianic narrative in Jew-
_ish ‘l1tetature. Martha Hlmmelfarb offers a com-
; 1prehens1ve analy51s of thlS rich but understudied
text, 1llum1nat1ng its d1st1nct1ve l1terary features
and the complex milieu from which it arose. -

‘Sefer Zerubbabel presents itself as an angelic
revel: txon of the end of times to Zerubbabel

blbhcal leader of the 51xth century BCE, and
:relates a tale of two messmhs who, as Himmelfarb
jshows, play a major role in later Jewish narratives.
The ﬁrSt messmh a descendant of Joseph, dies i in :
;battle t the hands of Arm1los, the son of Satan
who emhodles the Byzantlne Emplre‘ He is fol-

lowed by a mess1ah descended from David mod-
eled on the suffermg servant of Isaiah, who brings
him back to life and tr1umphs over Armilos. The

herof the Dav1d1c messmh also ﬁgures in the

work as a warrior,

I—Iimmelfarb places Sefer Zerubbabel in the
:‘dual context of earlier ]ewxsh eschatology and
. Byzantme Chr1st1an1ty The role of the messiah s

t:‘ ‘oth for example, reﬂects the Byzantme notion
of the Vir 1rg1n Mary as the protector of Constanti-

“nople On the other hand, Sefer Zerubbabel shares
trad1t10ns about the messiahs with rabbinic liter-
:ature. But whlle the rabbis are ambivalent about

these tradltxons, Sefer Zerubbabel embraces them
1th enthus' ‘sm. ‘




