
' I r h e seventh-century C E H e b r e w w o r k Sefer 

JL Zerubbabel ( B o o k o f Z e r u b b a b e l ) , composed 

d u r i n g the p e r i o d o f confl ict between P e r s i a a n d 

the B y z a n t i n e E m p i r e for contro l over Palest ine , 

is the f irst full-fledged mess ianic n a r r a t i v e i n J e w 

i s h l i terature* M a r t h a H i m m e l f a r b offers a com

prehensive analys is o f t h i s r i c h b u t u n d e r s t u d i e d 

text , i l l u m i n a t i n g its d i s t i n c t i v e l i t e r a r y features 

a n d the complex m i l i e u f r o m w h i c h i t arose* 

Sefer Zerubbabel presents i t s e l f as a n angelic 

revelat ion o f the e n d o f t i m e s to Z e r u b b a b e l . 

a b ib l i ca l leader o f the s i x t h c e n t u r y B C E , a n d 

relates a tale o f t w o mess iahs w h o , as H i m m e l f a r b 

shows, p lay a major role i n later J e w i s h narratives* 

T h e f irst m e s s i a h , a descendant o f J o s e p h , dies i n 

batt le at the h a n d s o f A r m i l o s , the son o f S a t a n 

w h o embodies t h e B y z a n t i n e E m p i r e * H e is fol

l o w e d by a m e s s i a h descended f r o m D a v i d m o d 

eled o n the suffer ing servant o f I s a i a h , w h o brings 

h i m back to l i fe a n d t r i u m p h s over A r m i l o s * T h e 

m o t h e r o f the D a v i d i c m e s s i a h also figures i n the 

w o r k as a warr ior* 

H i m m e l f a r b places Sefer Zerubbabel i n the 

d u a l context o f ear l ier J e w i s h eschatology a n d 

B y z a n t i n e C h r i s t i a n i t y * T h e role o f the m e s s i a h s 

mother , for example , reflects the B y z a n t i n e n o t i o n 

o f the V i r g i n M a r y as the protector o f C o n s t a n t i 

nople* O n the other h a n d , Sefer Zerubbabel shares 

t r a d i t i o n s about the mess iahs w i t h rabbinic l i ter

ature* B u t w h i l e the rabbis are ambiva lent about 

these t r a d i t i o n s , Sefer Zerubbabel embraces t h e m 

w i t h enthusiasm* 


