
Jews and Christ ians under the Roman Empire shared a un ique sense of 

commun ity. Set apart from their civic and cu lt ic surroundings, both 

groups resisted complete assimilat ion in to the dom inant polit ical and 

social structures. However, Jewish communit ies differed from their 

Christ ian counterparts i n their overall patterns of response to the sur-

roun d ing challenges. They exh ib it diverse levels of in tegrat ion in to the 

civic fabric of the cit ies of the Empire and display contrary at t itudes 

towards the creat ion of trans-local communal networks. The variety of 

local case studies examined i n th is volume offers an in tegrated image of 

the m u lt ip le factors, both in ternal and external, wh ich determ ined the 

role of communal iden t ity i n creat ing a sense of belonging among Jews 

and Christ ians under Im per ial constraints. 
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