Jewish Books and their Readers discusses the transformative effect of the circulation and
readership of sacred and secular texts written by Jews on Christian as well as Jewish
readers in early modern Europe. Its twelve essays challenge traditional paradigms of
Christian Hebraism and undermine simplistic visions of the unchanging nature of
Jewish cultural life. They ask what constituted a ‘Jewish’ book: how it was presented,
disseminated, and understood within both Jewish and Christian environments
(and how its meanings were contested), and what effect such understanding had on
contemporary views of Jews and their intellectual heritage. They demonstrate how
the involvement of Christians in the production and dissemination of Jewish books
played a role in the shaping of the intellectual life of Jews and Christians.
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