
Luther H . Mar t in and Don ald W iebe together have spent the bet ter part o f a 

cen tury explor in g possibilities for a scientific study o f r eligion . Th e fol low in g 

essays are a record of th eir conversations together and o f th eir conversations 

and controversies w i t h a n umber o f leading scholars in religious studies that 

address that possibility. As w i t h any scientific endeavor, kn owledge advances 

wh en research assumptions and exper imen tal designs are collegially discussed 

and cr it ically assessed. It is hoped that these essays m igh t provide the occasion 

for scholars in the field to discuss the theoret ical and meth odological issues 

they have raised, to debate and expand upon t h em, or, in the spir it o f 

for t h r igh t scientific in qu ir y, to refute the arguments they have made. 

Luther H . Martin , Ph .D. (1972), Claremon t Graduate Un iversity, is Professor 

Emeritus o f Religion at the Un iver sit y o f Vermon t . He is the au th or /editor o f 

a number of books and articles on th eory and meth od in the study o f r eligion . 

Donald W iebe , Ph .D. (1974), Lancaster Un iversity, is Professor o f Ph ilosophy 

of Religion at Tr in i t y College, Un iver sity o f Toron t o. He is the au th or /editor 

of a numbers o f books and articles on the study o f r eligion in the modern 

un iversity. 


