
The Am er ican h is t o r ian o f an cient r e l igions M o r t on Sm i th (1915-

1991}, s t u d ied w i t h t he great scholar o f Jewish m yst ic ism Ger sh om 

Sch olem (1897-1982], wh en he was i n Jerusalem d u r i ng t he Second 

W o r l d W ar. Aft er t he war, t he t wo st ar t ed a lo n g, fascin at ing and at 

t im es in t en se correspon den ce t h at en d ed o n ly w i t h Scholem 's d eat h. 

These le t t ers, fo u nd i n t he Sch o lem arch ive i n t he N a t io n al Lib rary i n 

Jerusalem, p r ovide a rare perspect ive on t he w o r ld a nd t he app roach 

o f t wo lead ing h ist o r ians o f r e l ig ion i n t he t we n t i e th cen t u ry. Th ey 

also sh ed im p o r t a nt n ew l i g h t u p on Sm it h 's d iscovery o f a le t t er 

a t t r i b u t ed t o Clem ent o f Alexan d r ia r e fe r r ing t o a secret Gospel o f 

M a r k. 

G U Y G. STRO U MSA, P hD (H arvard, 1978), is t he M a r t i n Bu ber Profes-

sor o f Com p ara t ive Re l ig ion at t he H eb r ew Un ive r s i ty o f Jerusalem, 

wh ere he was t he fo u n d ing D i r ec t or o f t he Cen t er for t he St u dy o f 

Ch r is t ian i t y. H e has p u b l ish ed exten sively on t he h is t o ry o f r e l igions 

i n late a n t iq u i t y. Am o ng h is recent wor ks: La fin du sacrifice: les mutations 

religieuses de lan t iqu ite tardive (Paris: O d i le Jacob, 2005) and Le rire du Christ 

(Paris: Bayard, 2006). 

T h i s b o ok is v o l u me 9 i n t h e JS R C b o ok ser ies. 

A c o m p l e te l i s t o f t h e p u b l i c a t i o ns i n t h is ser ies 

can be f o u nd at t h e b a ck o f t h is v o l u m e. 


