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I n the f i rs t century C E , Philo o f Alexandria and Josephus offer v i v i d 

descript ions o f confl icts between Judeans a n d Greeks i n Greek cities 

o f the Roman Empire over various issues, i n c l u d i n g the Judeans' civic 

i d e n t i t y , the extent o f t h e i r obl igat ions to local cities and cults , and 

the p o t e n t i a l security threat they posed to those cities. This s tudy ana

lyzes the narratives o f these confl icts , inves t igat ing what c i t i zenship 

status Judeans enjoyed, t h e i r p o l i t i c a l inf luence and whether they 

enjoyed the r i g h t to establish i n s t i t u t i o n s for observing t h e i r ances

t r a l w o r s h i p . For these narratives to be unders tood properly , i t should 

be assumed that m a n y Judeans were already cit izens o f t h e i r cities, 

and that this status played a central role i n those confl icts . 


