Contents
Acknowledgements ix
Abbreviations xi

1 Introduction: The Relationship between Time and History in Second
Temple Literature 1

2 Wisdom of Ben Sira: Jewish History as the Unfolding of Creation 16
3 Wisdom of Ben Sira: Timelessness in Support of the Temple-State 52

4 The Book of Jubilees: Timeless Dimensions of a Covenantal
Relationship 88

5 The Animal Apocalypse: The Timeless Symbols of History 133
6 Fourth Ezra: Time and History as Theological Critique 154
7 Synthesis and Conclusions 180

Bibliography 191
Index of Ancient Primary Sources 209



