
I n Jewish Ethnic Identity and Relations in Hellenistic Egypt, Stewart 

Moore invest igates the foundat ions of com m on assumpt ions about 

ethn icit y. To m ain t a in one's id en t ity i n a strange lan d, was i t always 

necessary to band t igh t ly together wi t h one's coethnics? Sociologists 

and an th ropologists who study eth n icity have given us a m u ch wider 

view of the possible strategies of ethn ic main tenance and in teract ion. 

The most im por t ant facet of Jewish eth n icity i n Egypt wh ich emerges 

from th is study is the in teract ion over the Jewish-Egypt ian boundary. 

Previous scholarsh ip has assumed that th is border was a Siegfried 

Lin e m arked by m u t u al con tem pt. Yet Jews, Egypt ians and also 

Greeks in teracted i n complicated ways i n Ptolemaic Egypt, w i t h posi-

t ive relat ionsh ips being at least as numerous as negat ive ones. 
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