
This work studies and compares systematically the text of 

Tertul l ian, an African C h u r c h Father of the th i rd century 

C E on idolatry w i t h the rabbinic M i s h n a h A v o d a Z a r a h , 

on the same subject, dat ing roughly from the same peri

od. Similarit ies and differences between the Jewish and 

Chris t ian approaches to idolatry are examined and 

accounted for. The research is inscr ibed i n the wider 

framework of discussions on the "part ing of the ways" 

between Jews and Christ ians. It also addresses related 

questions such as the role of the rabbis i n second and 

t h i r d century J u d a i s m i n the Land of Israel and i n the 

Diaspora; relations between Jews l i v i n g i n those places; 

interactions between Jews and pagans, Christ ians and 

pagans, Jews and Christians.. . 
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