
The essays i n th is volume or iginate from the Th ird Q um ran In st it u te 

Symposium held at the Un iversity of Gron ingen, December 2013. 

Taking the flexible concept of "cu lt u ral encoun ter" as a star t ing 

poin t, the essays i n th is volume b r ing together a panoply of 

approaches to the study of various cu lt u ral in teract ions between the 

people of ancient Israel, Judea, and Palestine and people from other 

parts of the ancient Mediterranean and Near Eastern wor ld. 

I n order to study how cu lt u ral encounters shaped h istor ical develop-

men t, lit erary t rad it ion s, religious pract ice and polit ical systems, the 

con t r ibu tors employ a broad spect rum of theoret ical posit ions (e.g., 

h ybr id it y, m ét issage, fron t ier studies, postcolon ialism, en tangled 

h istories and m u lt i l in gu a lism ), to in t erp ret a diverse set of lit erary, 

documentary, archaeological, ep igraph ic, n um ism at ic, and icono-

graphie sources. 
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