
This vo lume celebrates the scholarship o f Alan R Segal. D u r i n g his 

pro l i f i c career, A la n p u b l i s h e d g r o u n d - b r e a k i n g studies that shifted 

scholarly conversations about Christ ianity , rabbinic Judaism, 

Hel len is m and Gnostic ism. Like the subjects o f his research, Alan 

crossed m a n y boundaries . He understood that re l ig ions do not 

operate i n academically def ined silos, b u t i n complex societies 

populated by compl icated h u m a n beings. Alan's w o r k engaged w i t h 

a variety o f social-scientific theories that i l l u m i n a t e d ancient sources 

and enabled h i m to reveal new angles o n f a m i l i a r mater ia l . 

This i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y approach enabled Alan to propose often 

controversial theories about Jewish and Chr is t ian or ig ins . A new 

generation o f scholars has been n u r t u r e d o n this approach and the 

fields o f early Judaism and Chr is t iani ty emerge radical ly redef ined 

as a result . 
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