
B
l o o d , a c c o r d i n g to G i l Anidjar , maps 

the s ingular h is tory o f Christ ianity . 

As a c a t e g o r y f o r h i s t o r i c a l analysis, 

b l o o d can be seen t h r o u g h its l i tera l a n d 

metaphorical uses as d e t e r m i n i n g , some­

t imes even d e f i n i n g W e s t e r n c u l t u r e , 

pol i t ics , a n d social practices a n d t h e i r 

wide-ranging incarnat ions i n n a t i o n a l ­

ism, capital ism, a n d law. 

E n g a g i n g w i t h a variety o f sources, A n i ­

djar explores the presence a n d the ab­

sence, t h e m a k i n g a n d u n m a k i n g o f 

b l o o d i n p h i l o s o p h y a n d m e d i c i n e , law 

a n d l i t e r a t u r e , a n d e c o n o m i c a n d po­

l i t i c a l t h o u g h t f r o m anc ient Greece to 

medieval Spain, f r o m the Bible to Shake­

speare a n d M e l v i l l e . T h e prevalence o f 

b l o o d i n the social, j u r i d i c a l , a n d po­

l i t i c a l o r g a n i z a t i o n o f the m o d e r n West 

signals t h a t we d o n o t live i n a secular 

age i n t o w h i c h r e l i g i o n c o u l d r e t u r n . 

F l o w i n g across m u l t i p l e boundar ies , i n ­

fus ing t h e m w i t h v i o l e n t precepts t h a t 

we m u s t address, b l o o d undoes the pre­

sumed oppositions between re l ig ion a n d 

polit ics, economy a n d theology, a n d k i n ­

ship a n d race. I t demonstrates that what 

we t h i n k o f as m o d e r n is i n fact i m b u e d 

w i t h C h r i s t i a n i t y . C h r i s t i a n i t y , Blood 

f iercely argues, m u s t be r e c o n s i d e r e d 

beyond the boundaries o f re l ig ion alone. 
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