
Books within Books presents some recent findings and research projects on the fragments of 
medieval Hebrew manuscripts discovered in the bindings of other manuscripts and early printed 
books across Europe. This is the second collection of interdisciplinary articles on Hebrew 
binding fragments presenting current scholarship and its international scope. 

From the contemporary perspective, the fragments of medieval Hebrew manuscripts preserved 
until today, through their numbers (estimated 30,000 fragments, so more than double of the 
number of the known Hebrew volumes produced in medieval Europe ), the texts they carry (some 
of them have been previously unknown), the insights into book making techniques and finally 
their economic impact, are an unprecedented source for our knowledge of the Hebrew book 
culture and literacy as well as the economic and intellectual exchanges between the Jewish minority 
and their non-Jewish neighbours. 
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