
This v o l u m e of the D o c u m e n t a r y H i s t o r y of the Jews i n Italy 

i l lustrates the history of the Jews i n Calabr ia f r o m the e n d of 

the fourth century, where the first archaeological evidence of 

their presence appears, to 1541. Between the fourth a n d tenth 

centuries, there is a gap i n the evidence whi le the first docu­

mentary records appear i n the eleventh century, d a t i n g f r o m 

N o r m a n t imes. The N o r m a n s were succeeded by the 

Hohenstaufen, who were subsequently replaced by the 

Angevins a n d , i n 1438, by the Aragonese. U n d e r the 

Aragonese the Jewish c o m m u n i t y grew and f lour ished, re in­

forced by refugees f r o m the Iberian Peninsula a n d Sicily. It 

was at that point that the Jewish p o p u l a t i o n of Calabr ia 

reached its m a x i m u m expansion a n d there was a Jewish pres­

ence i n most townships and m a n y vil lages u n t i l their expul­

s ion by E m p e r o r Charles V i n 1540. 

The documents i n this vo lume describe the p o l i t i c a l , eco­

n o m i c , and social aspects of Jewish l ife i n Calabr ia p r i m a r i l y 

between 1438 and 1540. The documents are preceded by an 

i n t r o d u c t i o n , o u t l i n i n g the history of the Jews i n Calabr ia 

and have been furnished w i t h s u m m a r i e s and references, 

p r o v i d i n g a useful tool for further research. In a d d i t i o n a 

b ib l iography, l ist of sources, abbreviations, a n d indices are 

i n c l u d e d . 


