
This v o l u m e of the D o c u m e n t a r y History of the Jews i n Sic i ly 

is the eighteenth vo lume of the two series and concludes 

them. It is a m o n o g r a p h d e s c r i b i n g the last centuries of the 

Jewish presence o n the i s l a n d , u n d e r the rule of A r a g o n and 

Spain, and a sequel to the i n t r o d u c t i o n at the b e g i n n i n g of 

vo lume one. It is based on the documents contained i n vol­

umes 2-17 and i l lustrates the p o l i t i c a l , legal , economic , social 

and re l ig ious history of the Jewish m i n o r i t y and its relations 

w i t h the C h r i s t i a n majority. 

The records show that the Jews i n Sic i ly were c i t izens and suf­

fered f r o m relatively few disabi l i t ies . This was true i n part icu­

lar i n the economic sphere. N o d i s c r i m i n a t o r y legis lat ion 

forced t h e m into m o n e y l e n d i n g and trade i n o l d clothes. 

They engaged i n agr icul ture and industry , trade and com­

merce, i n c l u d i n g internat ional trade and s h i p p i n g , and i n 

most professions, w h i c h i n t u r n enhanced their social status. 

There was as an u n u s u a l l y large n u m b e r of craftsmen and 

physic ians a m o n g them. The majority, however, were labour­

ers, o n the l a n d and i n town. In the fifteenth century the 

Jewish p o p u l a t i o n reached 25,000 or thereabouts. A l l this 

came to a s u d d e n end w i t h the e x p u l s i o n order issued by the 

Cathol ic M o n a r c h s i n 1492. Some 80 percent of the Jews went 

into exile, whi le the r e m a i n d e r converted to C a t h o l i c i s m , 

only to be caught i n the net of the Spanish i n q u i s i t i o n . 

This v o l u m e is p r o v i d e d w i t h a d d i t i o n a l b i b l i o g r a p h y and 

indexes. 


