
I n th is volume, Moshe Lavee offers an account of crucial in ternal develop-

ments in the rabbin ic corpus, and shows how the Babylonian Ta lm ud 

dramatically challenged and extended the rabbinic model of conversion 

to Judaism. The history of conversion to Judaism has long fascinated Jews 

along a broad ideological con t inuum. Th is book demonstrates that the 

rabbis in Babylonia fur ther reworked former t radit ions about conversion 

in an ever more str ingent d irect ion, sh ift ing the focus of ident ity demar-

cation towards genealogy and bodily perspectives. By applying a reading-

strategy that emphasizes late Babylonian literary developments, Lavee 

sheds cr it ical light on a broader discourse regarding the nature and 

boundar ies of Jewish ident ity. 
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