
Understanding the Spiritual
Meaning of Jerusalem in Three 

Abrahamic Religions

Edited, by

Antti Laato

' I 6 8 1 '

BRILL

LEIDEN | BOSTON



Contents

Preface vn

PART 1
Hebrew Bible—Common Background

Understanding the Spiritual Meaning of Jerusalem
A Religious Historical and Theological Overview 3 

AnttiLaato

Jerusalem as the Centre of Blessing in Isaiah 65-66 and 7Enoch 
26:1-2 41

Stefan Green

PART 2
Early Judaism and New Testament

Sex and the City
Evidence from the Dead Sea Scrolls 73 

Jutta Jokiranta

Rival Visions of the Eschatological Temple of Jerusalem 85 
Juho Sankamo

Jerusalem as Seen by Ancient Historians and in Luke-Acts 101 
Lukas Bormann

PART 3
Patristic Literature

The Newjerusalem in Tertullian 125 
Anni Maria Laato

Makarios’ Teaching about Jerusalem 135 
Martin Tamcke



VI CONTENTS

Liturgical Representations of Jerusalem in Eastern Christian
Traditions 139

Serafim Seppald

Two Daughters Competing for Christ
Jacob of Sarug on Edessa and Jerusalem 161 

Catalin-Stefan Popa

PART 4
Qur’an and Early Islam

Islam and the Sanctity of Jerusalem 175
Jaakko Hdmeen-Anttila

The Status of the Al-Aqsa Mosque and Jerusalem in the Prophetic
Traditions 191

Mustafa Abu Sway

The Last Roman Emperor, the Mahdi, and Jerusalem 205
IlkkaLindstedt

PART 5
Confrontations and Encounters in Modem Times

Jerusalem - Religious Meaning and Peacebuilding 229 
Yvonne Margaretha Wang

With Faith, with Might or Both
Two ContemporaryJewish Understandings of Exile and Redemption 249 

MiaAnderssen-Lbf

General Index 267
Index of Modern Authors 269


