
I n The Authority of Law in the Hebrew Bible and Early Ju d a i s m , 

Jo n a t h an Vr o om id en t i fies a d eve lop m ent i n t he au t h o r i ty of wr i t t en 

law t h at t ook p lace i n ear ly Ju d a ism. Ever s in ce Ass.yr io logists b egan 

to r ecogn ize t h at t he Mesop o t am ian law co l lect ions d id n ot fu n ct ion 

as law codes do t oday - as a sou rce of b in d ing ob l iga t ion - sch o la rs 

h ave gr ap p led w i t h t he q u est ion of wh en t he Pen t a t eu ch al legal cor-

p ora came to be t rea t ed as lega lly b in d in g. Vr o om d r a ws fr om legal 

t h eory to p rovide a t h eo r e t ical fr a m ewo rk for u n d e r s t a n d ing t he 

n a t u re of legal au t h o r i t y, and d evelops a m et h od o logy for id e n t i fying 

in st an ces i n w h i ch legal t exts were t rea t ed as b i n d ing law by an c ient 

in t e r p r e t e r s. Th is m e t h od is ap p l ied to a se lect ion of lega l- in t e r p r e-

t ive t ext s: Ez r a -Ne h e m ia h, Te m p le Sc r o l l, t he Q u m r an r u le t ext s, a nd 

t he Sa m a r i t an Pen t a t eu ch. 
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