
I n Revelations ofIdeology, G. Anthony Keddie proposes a new theory 

of the social function of Judaean apocalyptic texts produced i n Ear ly 

Roman Palestine (63 B C E - 7 0 C E ) . I n contrast to evaluations of J ewi sh 

and early C h r i s t i a n apocalyptic texts as " l i terature of the oppressed" 

or l i terature of resistance against empire , Keddie demonstrates that 

scribes produced apocalyptic texts to advance ideologies a imed at 

self-legitimation. By reveal ing that their opponents constituted an 

exploitative class, scribes generated apocalyptic ideologies that 

situated them i n the same exploited class as their constituents. 

Through careful histor ica l and ideological c r i t i c i s m of the Psalms 

of Solomon, Parables of Enoch , Testament of Moses, and Q source, 

Keddie identifies an internal ly diverse tradit ion of apocalyptic class 

rhetoric i n late Second Temple J u d a i s m . 


