
C U L T U R E & H I S T O R Y O F 

T H E A N C I E N T N E A R E A S T 

Volume 71 

Sennacherib and his i l l- fated siege o f Jerusalem fascinated the ancient w o r l d . 

Twelve scholars — i n Hebrew Bible, Assyriology, archaeology, Egyptology, Classics, 

Aramaic, Rabbinic and Christ ian literatures — examine h o w and w h y the Sennacherib 

story was t o l d and re - to ld i n more than a dozen cultures for over a thousand years. 

From Akkadian to Arabic, stories and legends about Sennacherib became the first 

vernacular tales o f the imperia l w o r l d . These essays address outstanding historical 

issues of the campaign and the sources, and press on to expose the stories' theological 

and cul tura l roles i n inner-cultural dialogues, ethnic o r i g i n stories, and mora l i t y tales. 

This book is the first o f its k i n d for readers seeking out the historical and h is tor io- 

graphic bridges between the ancient and late antique worlds . 
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