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Iron A g e sites, household archaeology has not been a c o m m o n approach to s tudying 

the material culture o f A n c i e n t Israel. U n t i l recently, the dictates o f ' B i b l i c a l 
Archaeo logy ' led to a nar row set o f questions that ignored issues such as gender, 

status and p roduc t ion w i t h i n the household . T h e present v o l u m e , w h i c h grew out 
o f a session at the 2008 A n n u a l M e e t i n g o f the A m e r i c a n Schools o f Or i en ta l 
Research, attempts to redress this issue. T h e seventeen papers here in reflect 

innovat ive v iewpoints o n the theory and praxis o f household archaeology i n this 
region. T h e next step in household research is presented here, w i t h the use o f 

tailor-made data co l lec t ion strategies designed to answer specific questions posed 
bv household archaeology. 
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