
How did one of the grea test Je wish thinkers of the 20th century grapple with the 

founding of Israe l and the Israeli-Pa lestinian confl ict—one of the most significant 

political conflicts of his time? Samuel Hayim Brody tra ces the development of 

Martin Buber' s thinking and its implications for the Je wish religion, for the problems 

posed by Zionism, and for the Zionist-Arab conflict. Beginning in turbulent Weimar 

Germany, Brody shows how Buber' s debates about Biblica l meanings had concrete 

political consequences for ana rchists, socia lists, Zionists, Nazis, British, and 

Pa lestinians a like. Brody further revea ls how Buber' s passionate commitment to 

the rule of God absent an intermediary came into conflict in the fa ce of a Zionist 

movement in danger of repeating ancient mistakes. Brody argues that Buber' s 

support for Israe l stemmed from a radica lly rich and complex understanding 

of the nature of the Je wish mission on earth that a rose from an ana rchist 

reading of the Bible. 
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