2007 marked the Goth anniversary of the discovery of the first Dead Sea
Scrolls. The 11th International Orion Symposium (January, 2007), “New
Approaches to the Study of Biblical Interpretation in the Second Temple
Period and in Early Christianity,” provided a measure of the ways in which
the discovery of the scrolls has altered the paradigms for textual and his-
torical studies in the intervening six decades. The papers in this volume
address such issues as the connections and distinctions between Jewish
interpretation within the Land of Israel and outside of it; between Jewish
and Christian exegesis in earlier and later periods; between biblical inter-
pretation in literature and in art; between interpretation and the forma-

tion of the biblical canon.
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