
Is there a future after death and what does this future 

look l ike? W h a t k i n d of life can we expect, a n d i n 

what k i n d of world? Is there another, hopeful ly better 

w o r l d than the one we live in? The articles col lected i n 

this volume, a l l wr i t ten by l e a d i n g experts i n the 

f ie ld, deal w i t h the quest ion how ancient Jewish a n d 

Chr is t ian authors describe 'otherworldly places and 

situations'. They investigate why various forms of 

texts were created to address the questions above, 

how these texts funct ioned, and how they have to be 

understood. 

It is shown how ancient descript ions of the 'other-

w o r l d ' are tak ing over and r e w o r k i n g ex is t ing moti fs , 

forms and genres, but also that they m i r r o r concrete 

problems, ideas, experiences, and questions of their 

authors and the first readers. 
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