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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			   
     	 Is That All There Is? Martin Buber, Sufficiency, and Paul Auster’s “The Book of Memory”
 
	 Lily Corwin
 

 
 
 
  In 1925, Martin Buber published his famous I and Thou, in which he insisted that what is truly important is man’s dialogue with man and with God, and man standing in true relation with others, thus receiving true understanding of himself and his own purpose. All I-Thou relationships, Buber attests, are made possible through the central relationship with God. Though his thought was also influenced by his Hasidism and by Existentialist philosophy, these central tenets are derived directly from traditional Judaism, for which millennia of teachings, religious and cultural, have habituated members to expect to find meaning in what Buber called I-Thou dialogues.
 In the sixty years since the liberation of Nazi camps, many Jews have ceased to be able to believe in the kind of personal God of whom Buber, and traditional Judaism, spoke. Whether He turned away from those who were tortured and murdered in Europe, or His plan included those atrocities, or there is no God, for many Jews there is no longer a way to experience the felt connection with Him that Buber saw as the center of all relationships, all meaning. This dilemma, of a post-Holocaust Jew haunted by Shoah, unable to believe in God, but habituated to believe in finding meaning externally, in dialogue and relationship, is evident in Paul Auster’s “The Book of Memory.” In this short work, Auster creates a third dialogic category, the I-I relationship, in order to attempt to externalize internal dialogue and thus find purpose and meaning.
 “The Book of Memory” was published in 1982, the second of two distinct short works in The Invention of Solitude. Though the volume in toto is classified most commonly as autobiography or memoir, this longer and more slippery second piece does not fit snugly into that description. Stephen Fredman has called it “a memoir-as-meditation, in which Auster confronts all of his central obsessions” (7), a more [End Page 68] apt description at any rate than autobiography, but even categorizing the work as a memoir simplifies it too much. “The Book of Memory” is only minimally about Auster’s life at all; he correctly stated in an interview that he did not “feel that [he] was telling the story of [his] life so much as using [him]self to explore certain questions that are common to us all” (“Interview” 292). It is certainly written by Paul Auster and written about Paul Auster, but it is composed in the third person and, rather than telling a life story, considers philosophical, religious, and personal issues through analyses of quotes and paintings and memories. “The Book of Memory,” in fact, sketches out a possible book called The Book of Memory, as Auster considers what he will include in that book as he is writing it.
 Throughout his work—poetry, prose, drama—Auster is concerned with doubles, with identity, and with communication; later masterworks like The New York Trilogy, Moon Palace, and The Book of Illusions all share these elements. “City of Glass,” in which Paul Auster the author and Paul Auster, who may or may not be a detective, appear as secondary characters as Daniel Quinn follows a man who may or may not be Peter Stillman as he gradually transforms himself into his quarry, revolves around a series of clues that point to an attempt to rebuild the Tower of Babel and thus reestablish universal communication. Auster’s characters, like The Book of Illusions’s Lucy, who refuses to speak, and Timbuktu’s Mr. Bones, who cannot speak to his beloved master, often struggle with communication and dialogue. Though most of Auster’s protagonists are Jewish and there are occasional references to the Holocaust, usually the effects of Shoah and the difficulty in asserting a particularly Jewish identity are less blatant in his work than in other major Jewish American writers. That is not to say that those issues are not present, for I believe they always are; “The Book of Memory” not only treats them very clearly, but suggests their importance to Auster on a larger scale.
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