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   Americans are cognizant of references to Native Americans in their culture. Some are even familiar with a few loanwords from Indian languages in English. Bearing references to Native Americans are sports teams, train lines, and place names. In these, no actual Indians need be found. The impression left in the minds of some is that Native Americans are missing from the continent.
 Such was the impression conveyed in the works of some Hebraists who dwelled on the fate of Native Americans in their critique of the imagined ideal life in the New World. In them, they saw reflected their own selves—either as Hebraists or as Jews—as in danger of being at the precipice of extinction in America. The term "the last of the Mohicans," borrowed from James Fennimore Cooper's famous novel, has become a figure of speech in their reference to themselves, and has even penetrated today's Israeli Hebrew. The lingering references to this expression, a phrase coined as part and parcel of the language today, underscored the overwhelming threat posed by White America's culture to annihilate and assimilate all minor cultures, absorbing them even as it grew larger on their ruin.1
 Despite the continued survival of over five hundred Indian tribes recognized officially by the Federal government, a considerable segment of the citizenry of the United States, among them also Hebrew writers, considered Native Americans as close to physical extinction. To be sure, the net number of Native Americans is estimated to have decreased precipitously in the early centuries of the European conquest of the New World. According to some, their population declined to an estimated two million.2 Nonetheless, it seems that the numerical increase of Native Americans in the last century bodes well for their continued persistence, though it is now the quality of life that remains a concern in the case of many.
 The prospect of a nearly total eradication of Indians figures centrally in the imagination of Hebrew writers who pondered the fate [End Page 193] of those Natives, or their own people's future in light of the West's conquests. The literary contributions of these writers were primarily in the form of long epic poems, called poemas—akin to narrative accounts at times intertwined with lyrical episodes—is thematically a unique phenomenon in American Hebrew literature. Most outstanding among these were Benjamin N. Silkiner's Mul 'ohel Timmura (Before Timmura's tent) of 1910, Vigvamim shotkim (Silent wigwams) by Israel Efros in 1933, and E.E. Lisitzky's Medurot do'akhot (Dying campfires) of 1937. Shorter poetical works on Native American themes were also composed by Avraham Regelson, and Hillel Bavli, among others, that evoked in some way the same issue. In most instances, these poems were completely devoted to a depiction of the Native American in conflict with the European or some other adversary, without overt reference to the poet's own ethnic background or fellow Jews.
 Because most Jews resided in America's larger cities, whether on the East Coast, Midwest, or South, few of the Hebrew poets had the opportunity to come into direct contact with America's natives. Most of them dwelled on reservations, in out-of-the-way locations or in big cities where they were indistinguishable from the colorful population mix and "passed" by virtue of their dress, residence in innocuous neighborhoods, or occupation. The matter of the physical and cultural distance of "authentic" Native American tribes from these writers and their communities reinforced the impression that remained in works of fiction about the continent being virtually free of human inhabitants.
 Hebrew poets and prose writers who sought to represent Native Americans in their fiction did so out of a host of motives. The most successful were those who studied the life style, belief systems, and exotic culture of marginalized and exploited peoples to immortalize the image of Indians in the consciousness of their readers. Furthermore, as Hebrew writers focused attention on the exoticism of Native American life and culture their writings were read as more authentically "American." More than that, these works...
 
 
 
 
 
			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      
      
        [image: pdf]
      

      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		

			
				
				Purchase/rental options available:
					Buy Digital
							Article for $51.00 (USD)


				
			


		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
               
      
  		
  		
  		  

  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	



    	
    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
							
			
				
					ISSN
				

				
					1086-3273
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Print ISSN
				

				
					0276-1114
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
            
			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					pp. 193-218
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2007-07-03
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
				
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	