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   In 2005, a previously unknown rabbinic manuscript came to light. The document contained nine rabbinic sermons (derashot) and several other compositions written during the Holocaust in the La Lande internment camp in northern France, near the town of Monts. On yellowing pages held together with thin thread, Rabbi Moshe Kahlenberg, rabbi of the migrant community in Metz, recorded his public speeches as well as his private thoughts. The rabbi's writings traveled a long road from the La Lande camp to Drancy, and then to the YIVO archive in the United States, until they finally reached publication in Jerusalem in the collection Yedei Moshe.1
 Rabbinic sermons, aside from their educational and moral value, are unique historical documents because they preserve certain facets of life in real time. The sermon is a kind of prism through which we can discern the characteristics of the leader who stands in front of his congregation and chooses his words based on the needs of the specific circumstances. The sermon thus provides us with a portrait of a situation at a certain point in time, imbuing it with spiritual significance. When the rabbi himself commits his speeches to writing, then we have a kind of "written Torah" in addition to the "oral Torah." Sometimes the sermons use exaggeration or hyperbole designed for the spiritual awakening of the audience, which is the main goal of the sermon. In this case, we are prompted to ask which issues the rabbi chose for these homiletics, and why.
 During the Holocaust, communities and their institutions were destroyed, along with most of the traditional avenues through which rabbinic leadership was exercised. Thus the sermon and the rabbinic ruling (pesikah) became the central modes of expression for the rabbis. These writings open a window onto the spiritual and social worlds of the rabbis at a time when the sword without, and terror within, will destroy,2 allowing us to eavesdrop on the dialogue taking place between the spiritual realm represented by the rabbis and the social reality of their listeners. What are the questions that the rabbi asks, as an [End Page 146] individual and as a public leader? How does he search for meaning from deep wells of faith and for a response to these times of distress? Which paths does he identify that are conducive to spiritual improvement?
 From available verbal and written accounts, we know that rabbis addressed congregations at some of the most dramatic junctures during the Holocaust: under the occupation, when bidding farewell to the synagogue, in the ghetto, during the deportations, and in the camps. Some spoke at the edges of slaughter pits and furnaces, succinctly but with intense emotion. Some rabbis even delivered speeches during the death marches, their sermons remaining etched in the minds of the few who heard them and survived. Unfortunately, only in relatively rare cases did rabbis record their sermons regularly, and of these, few are available to us. One example is the collection of sermons of Rabbi Kolonymous Kalman Shapira of Piaseczno, delivered in the Warsaw Ghetto, which has been widely publicized.3 Another collection of sermons is that by Rabbi Yissachar Shlomo Teichtal. He delivered the sermons in Slovakia and Hungary during the Holocaust, and published them under the title Em HaBanim Semeha in 1943/5703 in Budapest, where he took temporary refuge after fleeing Slovakia.4
 Most of the rabbinic manuscripts from the Holocaust, including Torah novellae, responsa and sermons, were lost with the destruction of the majority of European Jewry, rendering the collections of sermons that did survive all the more significant due to their rarity.
 The newly discovered manuscript published in Yedei Moshe contains sermons that document the microcosm of the rabbi and his congregation in a prison camp in northern France. The documents also offer a broader view of rabbinic leadership during the Holocaust, of the characteristics of sermons delivered during the Holocaust,5 and more generally, of the status of the Jews in Western Europe at that time.
 
  The Author and His Writings
 Rabbi Moshe ben Avraham Yehuda Leibush Kahlenberg (September 5, 1882-September 16, 1942)6 was...
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