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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			   
     	 Eli Amir’s Mafriah Hayonim
 
	 Dvir Abramovich (bio)
 

 
 
 
  Perhaps more than any other Israeli ethnic writer, it seems that for Eli Amir authoring Mafriah Hayonim,1 a work of incomparable richness and complexity, represented not only the high point of his career as well as a professional watershed but also, in essence, a profound catharsis. Through this work, he triumphantly surmounted the constraints and constrictions of re-living a chequered, memorable past. In the following quote, Amir evocatively explains what writing the book meant for him:
  Let me end on a personal note. After I wrote Mafriah Hayonim I rose in stature. I feel that I am not alone, but that all the dead Jews of Iraq for generations are with me here, including Haham Bashi. I am again riding on my father's shoulders and he on my grandfather's, and he on my father's grandfather's, and so on for seventy years—all carrying me and my roots here, to this land, and bring to it our culture, tradition and roots adding to it our uniqueness and enriching life here. I, the small boy who came from there, had been given the great privilege to tell the story of my father, uncle and those of their generation; I was their messenger. I was just a transit camp boy and today I feel that I am part of all the Jews of Iraq and Baghdad, and that all the ears of corn, palm trees and the dry bones brought here are me. Seventy generations of Jews which until now never had their stories told have been redeemed. This monument had to be erected for them; we owe them this monument, our forefathers, from all the countries and Diasporas, and we owe it to our children here in order that they will know who we are and from where we came. And it is only when we and our children know this, can we build a strong society and create an Israeli culture that is the sum total of what we all have. In this way we will also redeem the dignity and splendour of all the diasporas and be free for the tremendous task of creating one nation that gathers his exiles and shapes his culture and identity … Mafriah Hayonim, its tale and people is a metaphor, in the same way that Baghdad is a metaphor with all its smells, tastes, beauty and magic.2
 
 Amir's multivalent text focuses, with renewed intensity, on the social and political turmoil that accompanied the last two years of the stay of the Jewish community in Baghdad during 1949–1950. This novel, the second of Amir's Iraq trilogy, casts light on the period prior to the mass immigration to Israel, bristling with identifying references [End Page 1] to history—allusions to actual political events, civil upheavals, social and family life and economic conditions. The author's effort to locate his storyline as an historical and cultural artifact, reflecting the many forces and moments that shaped the life of his people, brings the work into being a distinct aesthetic object.3
 Here we have an application of a direct and realistic portraiture, devoted to the profound and sober chronicling of a specific place and time, setting down a visage of Baghdad in precise detail and lineament. In the process, the narrative lens look at this world with uncompromising eyes, capturing the facts of decay, the social retrogression into blaring anti-Semitism and their tragic consequences. The book's polyphonic nature is underscored by Amir's elegant tangling of the various political groups of the 1950's in Baghdad, including the Zionist Jews, the communists, the ultra-orthodox Muslims and the secular and religious Jews. Correspondingly, the central protagonist's family, whose fate is intimately tied to the Jewish community's as a whole encases in its midst a diverse number of streams, such as the wealthy uncle who has snapped all links with his family to gain a foothold in the Iraqi regime; a communist uncle who promotes workers’ unity and rejects the virtues of the Zionist movement of which his two brothers are members, repeatedly risking their lives by storing...
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