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 Buber's Eternal Thou after the Holocaust 
  David Forman-Barzilai 
 [Appendices]
 
   For the first time, I felt revolt rise up in me. Why should I bless His name? The Eternal, Lord of the Universe, the All-Powerful and Terrible, was silent. What I to thank Him for? 
   —Elie Wiesel, Night (1960) 
 
  He spoke to us and now he is silent. 
   —Jean-Paul Sartre, Situations I (1947) 
 
 The Holocaust challenged the very foundation of Martin Buber's dialogical thought, especially his concept of God and his view of the human being as God's dialogical partner. 1 To still find value in his own dialogical philosophy, Buber had to reconcile God's inaction and silence in the Holocaust with his well-known apodictic presuppositions that humanity and God are bound together by an eternal dialogue—and that the "I and Thou" relation among human beings originates from and culminates with the dialogue with the "Eternal Thou." 2 For these reasons, investigating the collision between Buber and the Holocaust is crucial for the evaluation of his oeuvre. No account of Buber's thought can be complete without a serious inquiry into the impact of the Holocaust on his writings. 3 This article's twofold goal is to do precisely this—to provide an account of Buber's confrontation with the question of faith in God after the Holocaust and to use this account as a prism through which we can examine his attempts thereafter to sustain the dialogical principle. By taking on ourselves this double assignment, we are assured that the intrinsic improbability of providing a confident or comforting answer to the haunting question regarding faith in God after the Holocaust, will not render this inquiry futile. Alas, we will be able to give a critical account of the ways Buber struggled with the tensions between the Holocaust and his own dialogical philosophy. Moreover, extending the line beyond Buber's dialogical thought in general and his confrontation with the Holocaust in particular, I conclude that after the Holocaust we can no longer regard the realm of divine providence as remaining beyond human knowledge, as [End Page 156] the Bible often demands us to do. Therefore, in order to remain faithful to our humanity without losing faith in God after the Holocaust, we must hold what we in our very limited human way have learned to believe is justice above what we experience and perceive as God's absolute injustice. 4
 Buber wrote very little about the Holocaust per se. Some would argue that he wrote too little; some, on the other hand (and there are signs that Buber would agree with them), regard all of his writings from the late 1930s forward as in one way or another confronting this event. 5 Beyond the cognitive impenetrability of the Holocaust and the obvious inherent difficulties in comprehending it—its magnitude, our lack of perspective, the unprecedented nature of what happened, and so on—Buber's unique methodological approach to human understanding precludes a unified account of the Holocaust. Indeed, it is important to note that Buber's method of philosophical anthropology, which he adopted and helped develop, is resistant to the notion of a "unified theory" of man. He called instead for a continuous process of "revealing the unity within the multiplicity" of humankind and, through that, to unveil the multifaceted reality of the human condition. Therefore, Buber's methodological framework is at least partially responsible for the lack of a comprehensive account of the Holocaust in his writings. Rather than a unified account, he indeed touches on the Holocaust in various writings dedicated to peripheral and yet pertinent subjects such as history, politics, religion, and Judaism. Each of these encounters sheds light on issues in a way that contributes to the whole picture. Examined through the synthetic lens of Buber's lifelong vocation, these fragments culminate into an existentially unified whole that is far greater than its parts.
 Another prefatory comment relates to the issue of Buber's audience—those to...
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