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 Richard H. Popkin. Spinoza. Oneworld Philosophers Series. Oxford: Oneworld Publications, 2004. Pp. 153.
 Nancy K. Levene. Spinoza’s Revelation: Religion, Democracy, Reason. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2004. Pp. xxi + 256.
 Spinoza’s Theologico-Political Treatise. Translated by Martin P. Yaffe. Focus Philosophical Library. Newburyport, Mass.: Focus Publishing, 2004. Pp. xxiii + 433.
 
  More than any other thinker of his time, Spinoza continues to interest philosophers. This may be related to his variety of guises. There is Spinoza the atheist and Spinoza the “God intoxicated” philosopher so much loved by German Romantics; Spinoza the renegade Jew who preferred Jesus to Moses and Spinoza the precursor to political Zionism; Spinoza the defender of liberal democracy and Spinoza the proponent of “might makes right.” Each of these guises appears in the books under review, and each makes its claim on our attention.
 I begin with the late Richard H. Popkin’s Spinoza. Popkin writes about the Jewish influences on Spinoza and the religious milieu in which he grew up. His conclusion is that, when all is said and done, is that we are still not sure what caused Amsterdam’s Jewish community to expel a young thinker of genius. Excommunications were not uncommon in Amsterdam and were undertaken for a variety of reasons, practical and theoretical. A person could be excommunicated for failing to pay a debt, insulting a leader of the community, or making allegedly heretical statements. As Popkin indicates, all the community had to do was get a list of the standard curses, fill in the proper name, and proceed with the expulsion. On the other hand, the tone of Spinoza’s ḥerem was unusually harsh.1 Because other Jews associated or collaborated with Protestant [End Page 553] thinkers without causing upheaval, it is hard to believe that Spinoza’s ties would have shocked anyone. Much the same is true of his interest in Cartesianism. Although these ideas did threaten traditional ways of thinking, the community’s leaders did not express outrage.
 Popkin engages Steven Nadler’s claim that the root cause for Spinoza’s excommunication was his view on immortality but counters by saying that we do not know what his view was at the time of the excommunication and that Sephardic communities in northern Europe were less interested in doctrine and ritual than in preserving Jewish life in the midst of a wider Christian society.2 Unlike Uriel Da Costa, Spinoza did not attempt to get himself reinstated. Nor did he cite his excommunication as a reason for leaving Amsterdam. According to Popkin (p. 38): “Spinoza went off, not as a victim or a pariah but as an independent Portuguese person living in Amsterdam” and thus he “became one of the first people to live outside of any religious affiliation.” In short, he became secularized.
 It is in this context that we should approach Spinoza’s Tractatus Theologico-Politicus (hence TTP). Based on its long subtitle (by means of which it is shown not only that Freedom of Philosophizing can be allowed in Preserving Piety and the Peace of the Republic: but also that it is not possible for such Freedom to be upheld except when accompanied by the Peace of the Republic and Piety Themselves), the TTP was written to show not only that freedom of thought does not threaten social harmony but that freedom cannot be maintained unless accompanied by it. Popkin considers reactions to the TTP, including the many calls that it be banned or refuted, and the claim that Spinoza was a Cartesian who pushed the master’s doctrine to its ultimate conclusion—pantheism, which for many was tantamount to atheism. Popkin himself twice says (pp. 80, 83) that according to Spinoza everything “is God and is in God.” This, I fear, is misleading. It is true that for Spinoza God is the only substance so that whatever else exists must exist in God or be conceived through God. But this does not mean that things exist in God in the way that...
 
 
 
 
			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      
      
        [image: pdf]
      

      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		

			
				
				Purchase/rental options available:
					[image: Rent from DeepDyve] Rent from
							DeepDyve


				
			


		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
               
      
  		
  		
  		  

  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	



    	
    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
							
			
				
					ISSN
				

				
					1553-0604
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Print ISSN
				

				
					0021-6682
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
            
			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					pp. 553-558
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2008-11-15
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
				
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	