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  Edward Fram 
  Although Sefer Hasidim (henceforth SH) is well out of my purview, its influence on Eastern European Jewry in the sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries is tied to my field of endeavor. It is this aspect of Haym Soloveitchik's essay "Piety, Pietism and German Pietism: Sefer Hasidim I and the Influence of Hasidei Ashkenaz," published in these pages in 2002, that I would like to address.1
 Soloveitchik (p. 465) discusses the long-term influence of Hasidei Ashkenaz and notes that beyond the movement's rituals of penance, "the radical and idiosyncratic doctrine of that movement awakened little interest, found very few followers, and to all appearances, had little to no cultural resonance." In Appendix I he stretches this point further both chronologically and geographically and suggests that Hasidei Ashkenaz had no influence in the east and that R. Joel Sirkes's claim that Polish Jewry was the heir of Hasidei Ashkenaz was more a pious self-image than a real cultural heritage.2 [End Page 50]
 I fully accept Soloveitchik's reading of R. Sirkes's comments, particularly in the context of the latter's daring and indeed path-breaking responsum regarding the status of a woman whose husband disappeared under the ice.3 Connecting oneself to conservative and pious traditions of the past was a time-tested strategy for tempering potential opposition to an innovative position. However, I do not believe that Hasidei Ashkenaz and SH were without influence on the cultural life of Polish Jewry. To be sure, the German pietist movement died out well before the sixteenth century but the publication of SH, firstin Bologna in 1538 and later in Basel (1580) and Cracow (1581), made the ideas of German pietists more accessible than they had ever been, allowing the doctrines of Hasidei Ashkenaz to return and influence Ashkenazic Jewish life well after the movement had ceased to exist. Once published, SH—withoutdistinction between what Soloveitchik termed SH I and the rest of the book—stood as an independent work of medieval rabbinic scholarship that carried the halo of German Jewish piety with it into the sixteenth century and beyond.4
 One doctrine characteristic of Hasidei Ashkenaz that appears to have had a deep and significant impact on Eastern European Jewry was the notion that the acts of children affect the heavenly status of parents. According to the pietist, if a father sinned but allowed his son to study Torah, the good deeds of the son would accrue to the father because the father played a role in the development of the son's meritorious behavior. Hasidei Ashkenaz did not limit the import of this concept to this world. If [End Page 51] a parent commanded a child to do something after his death, the good deed would be credited to the parent in the afterlife because it was the latter who caused his child to do good.5 Prayers and the giving of charity by surviving children also affected the fate of parents in the next world.6 In the language of the Talmud, bera' mezakeh abba',the acts of a son are a credit to the father.7 By implication, parents also suffered for the misdeeds of their children.
 One of the earliest and most vivid depictions of these ideas to appear in print was found in R. Benjamin Slonik of Grodno's Sefer mitsvot ha-nashim (Cracow, 1577). Slonik described how each time a deceased woman's children "performed a mitzvah in this world, and each time that her children learn [Torah] or pray and perform the mitsvotor cause others to perform them—each time her chair will be raised [in Heaven] and she will delight in the radiance of the Shekinah, and she will be brought closer to the holy throne of glory."8 Slonik made it painfully clear to his readers that the opposite was also true:
  And that is all nothing compared to the discomfort and...
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