
"Sha i Secunda not on l y persuades his 

readers of the need for con t ex tua l s tudy 

of the Bav l i bu t also faci l i tates such 

s tudy by educa t ing t h e m about the 

re l ig ious a n d e thnic c o m m u n i t i e s of the 

Sasanian emp i r e , the f o rms of l i t e rary 

and non l i t e ra ry ev idence avai lable , 

a n d appropr ia t e me thodo l o g i ca l and 

theore t i ca l approaches to the c ompara t i v e 

s tudy of Ta lmud i c and Midd le Persian 

l i terature . The Iranian Talmud w i l l be the 

first susta ined a t t e m p t bo th to demyst i f y 

the pro ject of I rano-Ta lmud ic research 

and to p rov ide a basic o r i en ta t i on to i t . " 

— C h r i s t i n e Hayes, Yale Univers i ty 

vital to the Jewish canon since the Middle 

Ages, the context in which it was produced 

has been poorly understood. Delving deep 

into Sasanian material culture and literary 

remains, Shai Secunda pieces together the 

dynamic world of late antique Iran, providing 

an unprecedented and accessible overview of 

the world that shaped the Bavli. 

Secunda unites the field of talmudic 

scholarship with Old Iranian studies to 

enable a fresh look at the heterogeneous 

religious and ethnic communities of pre-

Islamic Iran. He analyzes the intercultural 

dynamics between the Jews and their Persian 

Zoroastrian neighbors, exploring the complex 

processes and modes of discourse through 

which these groups came into contact and 

considering the ways in which rabbis and 

Zoroastrian priests perceived one another. 

Placing the Bavli and examples of Middle 
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Persian literature side by side, the Zoroastrian 

traces in the former and the discursive and 

talmudic qualities of the latter become 

evident. The Iranian Talmud introduces a 

substantial and essential shift in the field, 

setting the stage for further Irano-talmudic 

research. 

Shai Secunda is a scholar at the Martin 

Buber Society of Fellows at the Hebrew 

University of Jerusalem and coeditor of 

Shoshannat Yaakov: Jewish and Iranian 

Studies in Honor of Yaakov Elman (with 

Steven Fine). 
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