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This study examines the relat ionsh ip between t ime and h istory i n 

Second Temple lit eratu re. Numerous sources from that per iod 

express a belief that Jewish h istory began wi t h an act of covenant 

form at ion and proceeded i n linear fash ion u n t il the exile, an unprece-

den ted event wh ich severed the present from the past. The authors of 

Ben Sira, Jubilees, the Animal Apocalypse, and 4 Ezra responded to 

th is theological challenge by cla im ing instead that Jewish h istory 

began at creat ion. Between creat ion and redem pt ion, h istory un folds 

as a series of stat ic, repeat ing pat terns that simultaneously account 

for the d isappoin tmen ts of the Second Temple per iod and con firm 

the eternal nature of the covenant. As iterat ions of t imeless, cyclical 

pat terns, the d ifficu l t post -exilic present and the glor ious redemp-

t ion of the fu tu re emerge as fam iliar, un rem arkable, and inevitable 

h istor ical developments. 


